
    

 

 

                                                  Minutes 
The West Orange Public Library 

Board of Trustees 
June 25, 2015 

 
 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT: 

In accordance with Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, approved October 21, 1975 and known as The Open 
Public Meetings Act, proper notice of the meeting and all Library Board Meetings of 2015 were posted 
and shall remain posted throughout the year on the Official Main Library Bulletin Board, were  
mailed to the “Star-Ledger”, the officially designated newspaper, and to the “West Orange Chronicle”, 
the second newspaper, and were faxed to the Township Clerk. 
 
President, Sheri Prupis called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm with a quorum of the Board. The 
following trustees attended:  Sheri Prupis, Sheila Otner, Jane Kennedy, Joseph Riopel, Lisa Touzeau, 
Desirée Barber and Lisa Fahoury.  Also present were: Director, David Cubie,  Admin. Clerk, Linda 
Hartner, and Accountant, Sylvia Zozulia. 
 
CITIZEN’S HEARING: 
 
        NONE 
 
       

MINUTES: 
 
Mr. RiopelMs. Touzeau made a motion to accept the minutes of the April May 2823, 2015 Board 
Meeting.  Ms. Otner Fahoury seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 
Ms. Touzeau Otner made a motion to accept the May June bills presented for payment in the amount 
of $96,996.24.110,592.44.  Ms. Kennedy  Ms. Otner seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. CubieMs. Zozulia reported that we are now four plus months into the year which is about 33.33% 
of the annual budget.  The Library has spent 32.89% of the annual budget and that makes us right on 
track.the expenditures for May were $163,803.28 and the year to date expenditures are $905,185.98 
which is approximately 42% of the annual budget. 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that the BCCLS startup costs show a balance of -$3,311.11.  The exit costs for 
Millennium were put into this line and will be adjusted. 



    

 

 

Ms. Zozulia reported that the May/June appropriation check from the Township was received late and 
that effected the total receipts for the month. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND GIFTS: 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that the Library received $100 25 from Jordan Baris, Inc. to help support the 
Summer Reading Program. Patrick D. McTernan in honor of his mother, Helen V, McTernan. 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that Mr. Frank Niccoletti donated various fiction books and Catherine LaBelle, the 
Adult Services Librarian, will determine what can be added to the collection.he received a card from 
Congressman Frelinghuysen acknowledging the fact that it was great to meet at the Township’s annual 
street fair. 
 
BOARD REPORTS: 
 
Ms. Prupis recommended setting up a Building & Grounds meeting with an agenda showing a list of 
maintenance items needed and suggestions and ideas on future projects. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
 
In addition to his written report, Mr. Cubie reported that he received a letter from the Township 
Attorney confirming that the Library close on June 6 to accommodate the “Slide the City”.  the staff is 
adjusting to BCCLS.  The library is a net borrower. Items that we have in storage don’t show up in the 
catalogue. Storage books are being brought upstairs and integrated into the collection.  The status of 
these books would be changed to “available”. 
  
Mr. Cubie reported that FAQ’s were put on our web site in a prominent place. 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that a BCCLS technician pointed out that the prefix on our library cards do not 
match the prefix on our books.  We seem to be the only library in BCCLS that has this situation.  Mr. 
Cubie plans to meet with the Director of BCCLS to discuss this. 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that he was then advised that the paperwork for this event was not completed so 
the “Slide the City” will be rescheduled, possibly July 4 weekend.  The Library will already be closed for 
the Holiday. 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that the Library has ancillary costs for furniture for the AWE computers in the 
Children’s Room. 
 
Mr. Cubie also reported that it will cost to have the magazines removed from the periodical area to 
make room for the Teen Space.  The Library will be getting mag boxes which offer a greater display for 
the magazines. 
 



    

 

 

Mr. Cubie reported that he would like to discuss larger Building & Grounds items with the Building and 
Grounds committee. 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that BCCLS is moving along with some small glitches.  Mr. Riopel said that he was 
able to request items online.  Ms. Otner had an issue logging in with her card but the problem has been 
fixed.  It was reported that an elderly patron does not have e-mail.  The question is how she finds out 
when her book is here.  Mr. Cubie said that the Library is aware of the problem and already discussed 
this with the BCCLS staff.  They will notify us with an answer. 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that the Library has complied with a recent Fire Department inspection requests.  
 
Mr. Cubie reported that our plumber noticed a corroded pipe on the furnace.   The gas is shut off and 
the issue with the pipe is being addressed. 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that he took an active shooter class and he will train the staff. 
 
Ms. Prupis suggested that we make a list of FAQ about BCCLS to be posted on the Library’s website and 
also on the Library’s Facebook page. 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that Kristen Anderson will be the new Youth Services Librarian and her first day is 
June 8, 2015.  Mr. Cubie will ask her to stop in at the next Board Meeting to meet the Trustees. 
 
Ms. Touzeau hopes that the class visits for Summer Reading Program will continue. 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that he will represent the Essex County Librarians at Turtle Back Zoo on May 30 at 
the Zoo’s open house. To promote Essex County libraries. 
 
A discussion followed regarding moving Recent Books to the stacks.  The Board questioned why these 
books have to be moved.  Mr. Cubie said he would bring this topic to the attention of the consortium of 
library directors. 
 
Ms. Prupis would like Mr. Cubie to discuss this with the managers. 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that necessary work on the air conditioning units was done.  The fan on one of the 
units needed to be replaced at a cost of $2,438.91, plus 55lbs. of Freon was added @$74 a lb. plus 
labor at a cost of $4,543.00.  A discussion followed about the correct line item for this payment and 
about a “worry free” contract for large service expenses. 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that the staff is doing a fantastic job with the weeding. 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that he is waiting for the Township to give us wiring blueprints for this building.   
 



    

 

 

Mr. Cubie reported that he would like to hire someone to inspect the library building and will supply 
the Board with some names. 
Mr. Cubie reported that he met Assemblyman Johnson who was given an award for Library Champion. 
He sponsored the Johnson bill which allows towns by referendum to increase funds to libraries above 
the one third of a mil without effecting the 2% cap. 
Mr. Cubie reported that he met with Jim Hecht and Anne Roman to discuss the strategic planning.  
They would like to come to the next meeting and give a 45 minute presentation. 
BOARD REPORTS: 
 
Ms. Prupis announced that the Board will set up a Building & Grounds Committee meeting. 
 
 
WEST ORANGEPUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION FUND, INC. REPORT: 
 
Ms. Fahoury reported that she is still trying to connect with the IRS regarding the status of the 
Foundation. 
           NONE 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that the total cost of the Teen Space was approximately $7,500 and the grant we 
received covered $5,000.  The cost for moving 127 magazine titles is a little under $5,000.  He feels that 
the new display should help magazine circulation.  Ms. Prupis said that the extra costs of $7,500 for the 
entire project should come out of the Building Fund.  Mr. Riopel made a motion to take the extra costs 
of $7,500 out of the Building Fund.  Ms. Barber seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
            NONE 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that the Family Kick-off for the Summer Reading Program is June 23 from   
6:30-8:30pm. 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that Whole Foods will be providing us with healthy snacks. 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that Hebah Emara has been making calls and got donations of two 3-day passes to 
New York Comic Con, 3 children’s comic books from Image Comics and 3 $15 gift cards from Bagel Box. 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that Carol Black Lemon designed the postcard “Every Hero Has a Story”.  Ms. Prupis 
feels this program should be advertised in churches and synagogues and well as on our web page and 
Facebook page.  Mr. Cubie hopes to have a digital community board for the community. 
Mr. Cubie reported that the Summer Reading Program is doing well.  Over 200 people attended the 
Kickoff event.  Whole Foods donated apples and granola bars.  Pictures are on the Library’s Facebook 



    

 

 

account and the Township’s Facebook account.  Susan Anderson, who is in charge of marketing for the 
Township, attended the Kickoff and took pictures.  Everyone had an enjoyable evening. 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that he gave an interview to Sean Quinn of the Chronicle and would send pictures 
also. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
Mr. RiopelMs. Fahoury made a motion to enter into Executive Session at 7:45pm 46 pm to discuss 
contractsthe building façade.  Ms. Touzeau Barber seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Riopel made a motion to return to open session at 8:459:15 pm.  Ms. Kennedy seconded the 
motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Riopel made a motion to continue Executive Session on June 22, 2015 @ 7:00pm.  Ms. Touzeau 
seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Mr. Riopel made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:16 8:46pm.  Ms. Touzeau seconded the motion 
and it carried unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

________________________                                                     _______________________________ 

Linda Hartner, Secretary                                                               Jane Kennedy, Secretary, Board of Trustees 


