
 

 

 

Minutes 
The West Orange Public Library 

Board of Trustees 
August 28, 2014 

 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT: 

In accordance with Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, approved October 21, 1975 and known as The 
Open Public Meetings Act, proper notice of the meeting and all Library Board Meetings of 2014 were 
posted and shall remain posted throughout the year on the Official Main Library Bulletin Board, were  
mailed to the “Star-Ledger”, the officially designated newspaper, and to the “West Orange 
Chronicle”, the second newspaper, and were faxed to the Township Clerk. 
 
President, Joseph Riopel called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm with a quorum of the Board. The 
following trustees attended the meeting: Joseph Riopel, Sheri Prupis, Sheila Otner, Lisa Fahoury, Lisa 
Touzeau and Jane Kennedy.  Also present were Director, Dave Cubie, Admin. Clerk, Linda Hartner and  
Accountant, Sylvia Zozulia. 
 
CITIZEN’S HEARING: 
 
NONE 
 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: 
 
Ms. Touzeau made a motion to accept the minutes of the July 24, 2014 Board Meeting.  Ms. Fahoury 
seconded the motion. Ms. Otner and Ms. Kennedy abstained and it passed by a quorum. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 
Accountant, Sylvia Zozulia presented the July 2014 expenditures in the amount of $148,383.10. 
 
Ms. Prupis made a motion to accept the August bills presented for payment in the amount of 
$108,972.11.  Ms. Otner seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
Ms. Zozulia reported that the expenditures and appropriations through July 31, 2014 totals  
 $1,180,277.22 which is approximately 52% of the total budget. 
 
Ms. Zozulia also reported that they are continually making improvement to the Financial Report.  Ms. 
Zozulia reported that on the first page of the financial report, there is a separate line item for Interim 
Executive Director.  The budgeted amount was taken out of Salaries and Wages and re-allocated to 
this line. 
 
 



 

 

 

Ms. Prupis asked if salaries are generally where we ought to be.  
 
Mr. Cubie, in response to an inquiry to the Book line, said we are right on track. 
 
Regarding encumbered items, Ms. Zozulia reported that the only items encumbered should be books, 
audio and periodicals. 
 
The Board would like to receive the encumbered list from Ms. LaBelle each month. 
 
Mr. Cubie has received the encumbered list from Ms. LaBelle and will forward it to the Board. 
 
The Board asked Ms. Zozulia about funds remaining at the end of the year.  Ms. Zozulia reported that 
any money remaining at end of year reverts to Library Funds. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND GIFTS: 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that $100 was received from David Horne and deposited in the Summer Reserve 
account. 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that Jim Hecht donated $50 for Book Sponsorship. 
 
 
BOARD REPORTS: 
 
NONE 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
 
Mr. Cubie spoke with the Board about the BCCLS consortium.  The Board wanted to know what 
happens in the two month period when Innovative Interfaces expires and BCCLS commences.  Mr. 
Cubie said the Library needs a prorated figure from Innovative for that period. 
 
Mr. Cubie had a detailed discussion with the Board.  He explained that BCCLS would do all the 
cataloging and our staff would still do all the linking. 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that the Library has a new volunteer for ESL.  His name is Haran Selliah.  Mr. 
Selliah will be here on Sundays from September 14 through November 30.  Ms. Gurzenda, Reference 
Librarian, has posted this information in the Library and has reached out to various ethnic restaurants 
and shops, as well as schools. 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that he and Ms. Boyle met with the Sales Rep. for AWE Computers (Digital 
Learning Solutions) and that they are waiting for October to get the best price for two of these 
specialized children’s computers. 



 

 

 

 
Mr. Cubie reported that Mr. Louis Quagliato, Supervisor of Fine Arts for the West Orange Board of 
Education, will provide the Library with the financial resources to purchase a hanging system for the 
Library’s meeting room. 
 
Mr. Cubie discussed the Department Head Reports and informed the Board that he interviewed the 
entire staff and was very impressed. 
 
Ms. Fahoury informed Mr. Cubie that the Alternative Press is very West Orange friendly. 
 
Ms. Prupis recommended that Mr. Cubie should join the West Orange Water Cooler. 
 
 
WEST ORANGE PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION, INC. REPORT: 
 
NONE 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Ms. Prupis suggested that Ms. LaBelle draft a budget for adult programming for next year.  Mr. Cubie 
reported that he and Ms. LaBelle are currently working on it. 
 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Mr. Cubie reported that he would like to advertise in the West Orange Chronicle.  He wants to 
experiment with advertising for the Library. Also, the Library column in the Chronicle needs to be  
more exciting. 
 
Ms. Fahoury commented that Jessica Glicker, Public Information Officer with the Township, would soon  
be leaving. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
Ms. Prupis made a motion to enter in Executive Session at 7:56 pm to discuss personnel matters and 
to pass a resolution on a personnel matter.  Ms. Otner seconded the motion and it carried 
unanimously. 
 
Ms. Prupis made a motion to return to open session at 8:26 pm.  Ms. Touzeau seconded the motion 
and it carried unanimously. 
 



 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Ms. Otner made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:27 pm.  Ms. Touzeau seconded the motion and 
carried unanimously. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

_____________________                                                     ___________________________ 

Linda Hartner, Secretary                                                               Lisa Fahoury, Secretary, Board of Trustees 


