
 

 

 

Minutes 
The West Orange Public Library 

Board of Trustees 
June 26, 2014 

 
 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT: 

In accordance with Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, approved October 21, 1975 and known as The 
Open Public Meetings Act, proper notice of the meeting and all Library Board Meetings of 2014 were 
posted and shall remain posted throughout the year on the Official Main Library Bulletin Board, were  
mailed to the “Star-Ledger”, the officially designated newspaper, and to the “West Orange 
Chronicle”, the second newspaper, and were faxed to the Township Clerk. 
 
President, Joseph Riopel called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm with a quorum of the Board. The 
following trustees attended the meeting: Joseph Riopel, Sheila Otner, Sheri Prupis, Lisa Fahoury, Lisa 
Touzeau and Jane Kennedy.  Also present were Interim Director, Jim Hecht, Admin. Clerk, Linda 
Hartner and Accountant, Sylvia Zozulia.  
 
CITIZEN’S HEARING: 
 
NONE 
 
MINUTES: 
 
Ms. Otner made a motion to accept the minutes of the May 29, 2014 April Board Meeting.  Ms. 
Kennedy seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 
Accountant, Sylvia Zozulia presented the May 2014 expenditures in the amount of $131,341.45.  
 
Ms. Zozulia reported that the expenditures and appropriations through May 31, 2014 totals $894, 
385. 21 which is approximately 39% of the total budget. 
 
Ms. Touzeau made a motion to accept the June bills presented for payment in the amount of 
$81,262.37.  Ms. Otner seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
Ms. Zozulia reported to the Board that regarding the restructuring of the monthly Budget Report, 
page 1 of the Budget Report reflects expenditures and receipts for the same time frame. 
 
Ms. Zozulia also reported to the Board that the restructuring of page 2 of the monthly Budget Report, 
Proposed Budget Column, shows the same total as the Total Expenditures on page 1. 



 

 

 

 
Ms. Zozulia explained to the Board that on page 2 “From Library Funds” bracketed amount of 
 $230, 299.78 indicates that the Library received more receipts at this time, approximately 51% of 
appropriation. 
 
Ms. Zozulia also reported that going forward different Computer Costs will be allocated in the 
following lines: 
                            1.  Salaries 
                            2.  Materials and Supplies 
                            3.  Maintenance 
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND GIFTS: 
 
NONE 
  
BOARD REPORTS: 
 
NONE 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
 
Mr. Hecht stated that in addition to his report that he is developing an RFP for security in the Library. 
The Director can work on this with the Board. 
 
Mr. Hecht reported that the leak in the Children’s Rooms seems to be ok. 
 
Mr. Hecht reported that with regard to the submission of a grant to the Essex County Local Arts and 
History Program, he will be meeting with the West Orange Arts Council about potential collaborative 
programs. 
 
Mr. Hecht reported that the health benefits increases will be effective July, 2014 and are reflective of 
salaries. This year Supervisors and Administrative personnel are on Tier 4 of 4 Tiers established by the 
State.  Non-Supervisory personnel are on Tier 3. 
 
Mr. Hecht also reported that PERS employee contributions are at 6.92% commencing July 1, 2014 and 
will continue to be phased in until 2018 with a maximum of 7.5% of salary. 
 
Mr. Hecht reported that the telephone system has been fixed and it originated as an outside 
problem.  The security alarm is once again working. 
 
Mr. Hecht reported that an e-mail was received from the Township stating that the Library needs to 
inform them when an attorney resigns. 
 



 

 

 

Mr. Hecht reported that a risk control consultant from Traveler’s Insurance conducted an inspection 
of the building.  The Traveler’s representative thought we were over insured.  Mr. Hecht disagreed.  
We should be insured for replacement cost. 
 
Mr. Hecht reported that he created an evaluation report for the new director.  He would like the 
Board Members to review this and work together with him on finalizing this. 
 
Mr. Hecht reported that he is working on a newsletter to introduce Dave Cubie as the new Director. 
Ms. Touzeau recommended that the Alternative Press should also be contacted. 
 
Mr. Hecht reported that besides Agendas and Minutes, Financial Reports will also be put in the Staff 
Binder located in the Staff Room. 
 
Mr. Hecht reported that he would like to commend the staff on the Summer Reading Program Kick-
Off.  Monkey Monkey Music did a wonderful job.  About 150 people attended.  The police came to 
help and put barriers in place near the street.  The door count that day was over 800.   
 
Mr.  Hecht reported that a gentleman spoke to him commending the staff. 
 
WEST ORANGE PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION, INC. REPORT: 
 
Ms. Fahoury reported that the annual corporation report was due.  It was taken care of and the fee 
was paid. 
 
Ms. Fahoury also reported that she would follow up with PNC on checks and signature cards. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
NONE    
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Ms. Prupis reported that she was approached about the possibility of the Library sponsoring a free  
Tai-Chi program.  
 
Mr. Hecht said that Catherine LaBelle coordinates adult programming and primarily uses grants to 
fund these programs.  Mr. Hecht asked that Ms. Prupis get the contact information for the instructor 
and pass that on to Ms. LaBelle in order to determine how much the Library would be able to pay an 
instructor.  Mr. Hecht informed the Board that the Library is covered for live programming. 
 



 

 

 

Mr. Hecht recommended that the Library gets serious about promoting adult programming.  Ms. 
Prupis asked if Catherine should have a set budget for adult programming.  There is money that can 
be reallocated for that purpose. 
 
The Trustees all felt that there should be an adult programming budget.  They felt that this would 
encourage more people to participate in Library sponsored activities and create good will in the 
Township. 
 
Ms. Fahoury suggested that we can partner with the West Orange Arts Council. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
Ms. Fahoury made a motion to enter into Executive Session at 7:47pm to discuss personnel matters.  
Ms. Touzeau seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
Ms. Otner made a motion to return to open session at 7:58pm.  Ms. Prupis seconded the motion and 
it carried unanimously. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Ms. Prupis made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:59pm.  Ms. Otner seconded the motion and it 
carried unanimously. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

_____________________                                                     ___________________________ 

Linda Hartner, Secretary                                                               Lisa Fahoury, Secretary, Board of Trustees 


