
 

 

 

Minutes 
The West Orange Public Library 

Board of Trustees 
February 27, 2014 

 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT: 

In accordance with Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, approved October 21, 1975 and known as The 
Open Public Meetings Act, proper notice of the meeting and all Library Board Meetings of 2013 was 
posted and shall remain posted throughout the year on the Official Main Library Bulletin Board, was  
mailed to the “Star-Ledger”, the officially designated newspaper, and was mailed to the “West 
Orange Chronicle”, the second newspaper, and was faxed to the Township Clerk. 
 
President, Joseph Riopel called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm with a quorum of the Board. The 
following trustees attended the meeting: Joseph Riopel, Sheila Otner, Sheri Prupis, Lisa Fahoury, 
Desirée Barber and Jane Kennedy.  Also present were Interim Director James Hecht, Attorney Robert 
C. Williams, Accountant Sylvia Zozulia, Admin. Clerk, Linda Hartner and Labor Attorneys, Jeremy 
Brown and Amy Hatcher. 
 
Ms. Prupis made a motion to enter into Executive Session at 7:05pm to discuss personnel matters.  
Ms. Otner seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
Ms. Prupis made a motion to enter into public session at 7:20pm.  Ms. Fahoury seconded the motion 
and it carried unanimously. 
 
CITIZEN’S HEARING: 
 
NONE 
 
 
MINUTES: 
 
Ms. Fahoury made a motion to accept the minutes of the January 23, 2014 Board Meeting. Ms. 
Kennedy seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 
Accountant, Sylvia Zozulia presented the January 2014 Budget Report in the amount of $104,708.48  
Ms. Zozulia reported that the January expenditures included 2013 and 2014 invoices.   
Ms. Zozulia stated that after all the 2013 bills are paid, which might not be until March, there should 
be a surplus of over $100,000 in unencumbered funds.  
 



 

 

 

Ms. Otner made a motion to accept the February bills in the amount of $104,708.48 presented for 
payment.  Ms. Touzeau seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
Ms. Zozulia reported that the Budget Report now includes a fourth column which lists the current 
month expenditures.  A discussion followed explaining the different line items. 
Ms. Zozulia reported that the 2013 budget has not been finalized since there are some 2013 invoices 
outstanding. 
Ms. Zozulia reported that the total expenditures to date are $274,956.08 which is approximately 12% 
of the budget. 
Mr. Hecht pointed out to Ms. Zozulia that the figures at the bottom of the page showing the figures 
from the Township and the Library have been transposed.  Ms. Zozulia said that it will be corrected. 
 
The 2nd Installment/ 1st Quarter Appropriation check in the amount of $348,106.94 was received 
from the Township on February 20 and deposited in PNC bank. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND GIFTS: 
 
Mr. Hecht reported that the Library received $20 from Patricia Scola, $10 from Judyth A. Frank, and 
$145 from the Prudential Matching Funds Program in the name of Joann Garifo. These donations 
were allocated for the Summer Reserve Account. 
 
Mr. Hecht reported that Mr. Frank Niccoletti donated the book The British Poetry of WW1 (Centennial 
Edition).  A bookplate will be affixed to the book honoring Richard George as requested. 
 
 
BOARD REPORTS: 
 
NONE 
 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
 
Mr. Hecht stated that in addition to his written report he wished to add that it has been a trying 
month with the facility.  There were some problems with the fire alarm part of our security system.  
Tyco sent a repairman and he determined that our fire alarm box needed new batteries and they 
were upgraded at the time for more efficient use. 
Mr. Hecht reported that the Library ordered a module from Library Insight which enables our patrons 
to reserve museum passes online.   
Mr. Hecht reported that he discussed fines and fees for the museum passes with the department 
heads.   
Mr. Hecht reported that the Health and Wellness program offered to Township and Library 
employees with onsite meetings will take a while to commence. 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
WEST ORANGE PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION, INC. REPORT: 
 
Mr. Riopel stated that the Board needs to get signature cards from TD Bank. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
NONE    
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Mr. Hecht reported that the updated Trustee contact list was included in the packet with committee 
appointments.  The trustees accepted these appointments as posted. 
 
There was a discussion about the $20 late return fine and the replacement cost of a lost pass.   
Mr. Hecht informed the Board that this information is incorporated in a Museum Pass – FAQ which 
addresses all pertinent information.  Ms. Barber made a motion to approve the late fees and 
replacement fees associated with the museum pass.  Ms. Prupis seconded the motion and it carried 
unanimously. 
 
Ms. Prupis reported that she received an e-mail from a patron questioning the fees on interloans. 
Ms. Prupis stated that while interlibrary loans require staff time we don’t have another expense.  The 
only fees are postal costs from outside libraries.  Most of the items are found on Jersey Cat and these 
are shipped on Velocity, the statewide delivery system.  There was a discussion about interlibrary 
loan and reserve procedures and fees. 
Ms. Kennedy said that Maplewood Library did not charge fees on interlibrary loans or reserves at 
either end. 
Mr. Hecht said that the Somerset County did not charge fees either. 
Mr. Hecht asked that the Board vote on the first part of his request and he would confer with the 
Department Heads to determine what could be done within the system for charging fees if an item is 
not picked up. 
Ms. Prupis passed a motion to drop the charges for interlibrary loans and reserves at the time of 
placing the request.  Ms. Fahoury seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Ms. Prupis made a motion to adjourn at 8:00pm.  Ms. Fahoury seconded the motion and it carried  
unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Signature on File________________           Signature on File________________ 
Linda Hartner, Secretary                                                         Lisa Fahoury, Secretary, Board of Trustees 
 


