
 

 

 

Minutes 
The West Orange Public Library 

Board of Trustees 
January 23, 2014 

 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT: 

In accordance with Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, approved October 21, 1975 and known as The 
Open Public Meetings Act, proper notice of the meeting and all Library Board Meetings of 2013 was 
posted and shall remain posted throughout the year on the Official Main Library Bulletin Board, was  
mailed to the “Star-Ledger”, the officially designated newspaper, and was mailed to the “West 
Orange Chronicle”, the second newspaper, and was faxed to the Township Clerk. 
 
President, Joseph Riopel called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm with a quorum of the Board. The 
following trustees attended the meeting: Joseph Riopel, Sheila Otner, Sheri Prupis, Lisa Touzeau, Lisa 
Fahoury and Jane Kennedy.  Also present were Interim Director James Hecht, Attorney Robert C. 
Williams, Accountant Sylvia Zozulia and Admin. Clerk, Linda Hartner. 
 
President, Joseph Riopel administered the oath of office to the newly appointed Trustee, Jane E. 
Kennedy. 
 
CITIZEN’S HEARING: 
 
NONE 
 
MINUTES: 
 
Ms. Otner noted that in the section “Director’s Report” in the December 5, 2013 Minutes the word 
“services” was typed twice in reference to the resignation of John Arthur. 
 
Ms. Touzeau made a motion to accept the minutes of the December 5, 2013 Board Meeting as 
corrected.  Ms. Fahoury seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 
Accountant, Sylvia Zozulia presented the November Budget Report in the amount of $90,641.56 and 
the tentative December Budget Report in the amount of $70,641.20. 
 
Ms. Zozulia explained that the November Financial Statement includes expenditures through 
December 19, 2013.  While a surplus is shown, additional expenditures will be added through 



 

 

 

December 31, 2013.  At the end Ms. Zozulia will sit down with Mr. Hecht and Ms. Hartner and 
redistribute the overages across all budget lines.   
 
Ms. Zozulia stated that after all the 2013 bills are paid, which might not be until March, there should 
be a surplus of over $100,000 in unencumbered funds.  
 
Ms. Touzeau made a motion to ratify the December, 2013 bills in the amount of $90,641.56.  Ms. 
Kennedy seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.   
 
Ms.  Fahoury made a motion to accept the January bills in the amount of $70,641.20 presented for 
payment.  Ms. Touzeau seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
The 1st Month/ 1st Quarter Appropriation check in the amount of $174,053.47 was received from the 
Township on January 16 and deposited in PNC bank. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND GIFTS: 
 
Mr. Hecht reported that the Library received $50 from Mr.  & Mrs. Prakash Mamtaney; $200 from the 
Badlani Family; $55 from Suresh & Shirley Chhugani.  These donations were allocated for the Badlani 
Reserve. 
 
$100 from Raj Tahil; $50 from Rachel Plafker Esrig; $100 from Hannah Gold Bargard; $40 from Gerald 
B. Sweeney; $25 from Michael & Georgina Klein.  These donations were allocated for the Summer 
Reserve Account. 
 
$50 from Stephi M. Ruben in memory of Cecile Ruben; $100 from Inez Bershad in memory of Miriam 
Holmstedt; $50 from Karen DeAngelis in memory of Lewis DeAngelis; $100 from Judy Nesbit to 
supplement the Library’s book collection. 
 
 
BOARD REPORTS: 
 
NONE 
 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
 
Mr. Hecht stated that in addition to his written report he wished to add that the prescription drug 
benefit issue with Express Scripts has been resolved.  A discussion followed. 
 
Mr. Hecht reported that he attended a meeting with Business Administrator, Jack Sayers and CFO, 
John Gross and they briefly went over the Library Budget already sent to the Township.  On March 1 



 

 

 

the Council will entertain presentations from each of the departments and Mr. Hecht will attend on 
behalf of the Library. 
 
Mr. Hecht reported that the Library received bound copies of the Supervisory and Non-Supervisory 
Collective Bargaining Agreements for 2013-2014.  Electronic copies will be sent to all board members. 
 
WEST ORANGE PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION, INC. REPORT: 
 
Mr. Riopel stated that the Board needs to get signature cards from TD Bank. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
NONE    
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Ms. Otner made a motion to accept Resolution 2014-1 approving the West Orange Chronicle and the 
Newark Star Ledger as the official newspapers of record.  Ms. Touzeau seconded the motion and it 
carried unanimously. 
 
Ms. Touzeau made a motion to accept Resolution 2014-2 designating PNC Bank as the official 
depository for Library funds for the year 2014.  Ms. Otner seconded the motion and it carried 
unanimously. 
 
Ms. Prupis made a motion to accept the following resolutions awarding contracts for 2014 to vendors 
through the Non-Fair and Open Process.  Resolution 2014-3, to Innovative Interfaces, Inc. for 
automation system maintenance; Resolution 2014-4 to Epstein, Becker, Green as Library labor 
counsel; Resolution 2014-5 to Citrin Cooperman, LLP for accounting services; 2014-6 to Zenith 
Resources, LLC for IT services; Resolution 2014-7 to Baker & Taylor, Inc. for purchasing of books and 
AV materials; Resolution 2014-8 to Pro Libra Associates, Inc. for temporary librarian services; and 
Resolution 2014-9 to Staples, Inc. for library supplies.  Ms. Fahoury seconded the motion and it 
carried unanimously. 
 
The appointment of Board Committees will be tabled until the February Board meeting. 
 
Mr. Hecht reported that that there is a rule change for the Flexible Spending Plan and that the Board 
needs to vote on it.  The current plan has a grace period which extends to March 31 of the following 
year.  The rule change would offer the opportunity to include a $500 carryover into the following year 
in place of the grace period.  This would commence with 2014/2015 period.  Ms. Prupis made a 
motion to keep the plan as is.  Ms. Otner seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 



 

 

 

Mr. Hecht reported that there were no updates on the Verizon proposal to the Township to use a 
Township building to accommodate antennas on the roof.  Mr.  Hecht stated that Verizon must make 
a proposal regarding the building that will best suit their plans, then the Planning Board and 
Township Council have to approve it.  
 
Mr. Hecht reported that the ad for a new Library Director was posted on the websites of the Library 
Associations in New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania.  Applications are due February 14. Together 
with Mr. Hecht, the search committee, consisting of Ms. Otner, Ms. Touzeau and Ms. Prupis will 
review resumes and schedule first interviews.  At or after the second interview candidates will be 
asked to give a formal presentation to the public and the staff. 
 
 
CITIZEN’S HEARING (please state name and address): 
 
NONE 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Ms. Prupis made a motion to enter into Executive Session at 7:50pm to discuss personnel matters.  
Ms. Otner seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  The public session resumed at 8:33pm. 
Ms. Prupis made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:34pm.  Ms. Otner seconded the motion and it 
carried unanimously. 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Signature on File________________           Signature on File________________ 
Linda Hartner, Secretary                                                         Lisa Fahoury, Secretary, Board of Trustees 
 


