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The celebration of St. Patrick’s Day got
me thinking about the Irish authors I have
enjoyed over the past years. The Irish have
a history of oral storytelling and every vil-
lage had a “seanchai” who was the keeper
of tales and legends. They are so important
to Irish culture that today many companies
offer “Irish Storytelling Tours” to listen to
some of the most renowned. So it’s no sur-
prise that Irish authors are plying the sto-
rytelling trade today in print.

Many people think of Frank McCourt
when they think of Irish authors. However,
McCourt was actually born in Brooklyn in
1930, though his family returned to Ireland
during the Great Depression. Life there was
very hard, so at 19 he returned to New York
City and had a long career as a high school
English teacher. He came to writing late in
life, following his retirement after 30 years
of teaching. That rough life in Ireland gave
him much inspiration as he shows us in
“Angela’s Ashes,” his memoir, which won a
Pulitzer Prize in 1999. His follow up mem-
oir, “’Tis,” continues his story of life in Ire-
land and his memoir “Teacher Man” chron-
icles his experience in the education field.

While we’re on the topic of Brooklyn, our

next author has written a book by the same
name. Colm Toibin was born in Enniscor-
thy, County Wexford, in 1955. Enniscorthy
is the starting point for “Brooklyn,” the
story of a woman who leaves her home to
seek better prospects in this New York City
borough. It speaks to the loneliness of the
journey, both physical and emotional, while
giving the reader a deep understanding of
what it is like to leave all you know for the
promise of a better future. Made into a
motion picture starring Saoirse Ronan, who
was nominated for an Academy Award for
her performance, it gives a snapshot of Irish
culture and society, a topic often explored
by Toibin. His other books include award-
winning novels such as “The Blackwater
Lightship,” “The Master” and “Nora Web-
ster,” among others.

Edna O’Brien is known for her portrayal
of Irish women and their coming of age. She
wrote “The Country Girls” trilogy, which
follows two young women who leave their
strict and religious homes and move to

Dublin, seeking excitement and romance.
Her sexual candor got her in trouble in the
1960s when her books were banned in Ire-
land. While most of her “candor” is tame by
today’s standards, these books serve as a
touchstone for the period before active fem-
inism, when it was unheard of for a young
woman to strike out on her own. O’Brien is
also known for her short stories and even
wrote the screenplay for the film adaptation
for “The Country Girls.” In 2012 she pub-
lished her memoir, “The Country Girl,”
which chronicles her life from her upbring-
ing in a small, provincial Irish town to her
life as a celebrated novelist. If you need any
more of a recommendation, Philip Roth has
called her “the most gifted woman now
writing in English.”

For a more contemporary and gritty pic-
ture of Ireland, Roddy Doyle may be the
author who will most interest you. Doyle’s
first three novels, “The Commitments,”
“The Snapper” and “The Van,” comprise
The Barrytown Trilogy, centered on the
Rabbitte family and life in working-class
Dublin. All three novels were made into
successful films. Doyle uses lots of dialogue,
written in slang and Irish English dialect,

which gives you a real feel for the charac-
ters’ world. He doesn’t shy away from diffi-
cult issues, as in “The Woman Who Walked
into Doors,” which is about spousal abuse.

I’m most partial to William Trevor, who
has received many awards for his writing. I
love his use of language and his books are a
joy to read even if they often focus on not
the happiest of lives. He has an ability to
make you see small gestures and their larg-
er meanings. “Love and Summer” is about
the chance meeting between a farmer’s wife
and a photographer, and the intimacies
they share during their clandestine meet-
ings over the course of a summer. “The
Story of Lucy Gault” is the story of, in
Trevor’s own words, “a great, and unex-
pected calamity” and how, over the course
of 70 years, “the calamity shaped a life.” I
don’t want to give too much away but it is a
beautiful and meaningful story.

To peruse these, and many other books
by Irish authors — or any authors for that
matter, visit your local library. 

Mary-Jean Gurzenda is the depart-
ment head of reference services at
the West Orange Public Library.

Irish pride in the many Irish authors
LIBRARY MATTERS

BY MARY-JEAN GURZENDA

We all know the fable of “the boy who
cried wolf.” That is how I am starting to feel
about all these fire and evacuation drills at
West Orange High School over the course
of these past few weeks.

Due to a faulty alarm system, the staff
and students at West Orange High School
have been experiencing numerous evacua-
tions, many of which were unplanned. We
are usually supposed to have these twice a
month, but we are starting to have them
much more frequently. These deduct valu-
able time away from class, and have even
resulted in tests and exams being missed,
which nullifies hours of studying. As per

the New Jersey Department of Education’s
School Security Drill Guide, all schools are
legally required to hold a minimum of two
of each type of of the following security
drills annually: active shooter, evacuation
(non-fire), bomb threat and lockdown. In
New Jersey, public schools are required to
conduct an emergency drill within the first
15 days of the school year.

These false drills have mainly been
occurring during Period 1. While this may

not be intentional, I at least wish the drills
would occur in varied periods so that we
know where to go, wherever we are at the
time. The official school security checklist
says that drills and protocols are more ben-
eficial during lunch periods, class changes,
arrival and dismissal time, after school
hours, and gym classes, which could be at
any time. However, I don’t recall having a
single drill at any of those times in all of my
four years here.

On top of that, if we have these drills
more often than required, we risk the stu-
dents not taking them as seriously when an
emergency actually does arise. Doing

something too often drains its importance
and relevance. Plus, nowadays the students
can’t tell when it is a drill, an actual threat
or just another faulty alarm system. As per
the School Security Drill Guide, “responses
made necessary by the unplanned activa-
tion of emergency procedures or by any
other emergency shall not be substituted
for a required school security drill.”

The students already have trouble tak-
ing these seriously — students are on their
phones, talking with friends, not looking
where they are going — so doing them over
and over again for no reason only results in

See FEWER DRILLS, Page 13

Review the WOHS alarm systems before we need them

Thank you for the honor
To the Editor:

I’m forever grateful to have been raised
in the incredible West Orange community.
I’ll never forget what West Orange has
done for my family, so it’s been an honor
for me to give back. I proudly say I wasn’t
just raised in West Orange, I was raised by
West Orange.

From the bottom of my heart, I thank
the West Orange St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Committee and West Orange community
for the humbling honor of serving as 2018
grand marshal.

The continued success of the parade is a
testament to the parade committee’s time,
effort and dedication each year. Thank you
for making this day so memorable. 

Congratulations to deputy grand mar-
shals Robert Lynch, Brad Squires and Sean

McGinley on their well-deserved appoint-
ments. It was an honor to stand alongside
three individuals who truly embody the
spirit of West Orange.

Thank you to the WOPD, WOFD and
WODPW for their hard work preparing for
the parade and year round. After the recent
storms, they worked tirelessly to ensure
everything was safe by parade day. 

Thank you to Lisa Elam for helping make
sure I was at every parade-related event
when and where necessary. Thank you to
Alexandra Gakos for helping me tell my
story so eloquently, so others could truly
understand what West Orange means to me. 

Thank you to my parade aides, Father
Jim Ferry, Therese Shauger and Michael
D’Aries, whom I chose symbolically to rep-
resent three important facets of my life:
religion, family and friends. 

Thank you to my wife Lisa, daughter
Marisa and son Donnie — my chief of staff
— for their unconditional love and support.
I don’t know where I’d be without them. 

It was one of the greatest honors of my
life to serve as grand marshal. Thank you
for a moment I’ll never forget. 

Donald R. Shauger Sr.
2018 Parade Grand Marshal

Policy on letters, columns
The West Orange Chronicle welcomes

submissions from its readers. Letters to the
editor or opinion pieces on any subject will
be considered for publication on the opin-
ion pages. Responses to response letters
will not be printed. The West Orange
Chronicle reserves the right to edit all sub-
missions for length, content and style.
Writers must include their name, address

and daytime telephone number for verifi-
cation. Letters must not be longer than 250
words. Longer pieces must be arranged in
advance with the editor.

The West Orange Chronicle accepts let-
ters to the editor and guest columns via
email. The address is wochronicle@thelo-
calsource.com. All letters and guest
columns must be received by 5 p.m. Friday
to be considered for publication in the
Thursday edition of the West Orange
Chronicle. Letters received must be on top-
ics of interest, preferably in response to
content that appeared in the newspaper.

Writers are asked not to include lengthy
lists of people and organizations they wish
to thank. The editor will make necessary
grammatical corrections to the text of the
letter. Although the writer’s style will be
maintained, certain changes may be made.

PAUSE & REFLECT

BY JOSH BAKER

LETTER TO THE EDITOR


