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Expect to see local military out and
about this weekend, perhaps preparing
for an assembly or parade at a nearby
military base or even Main Street in your town. And don’t
be surprised if there is more traffic than usual or special
routes created for a parade. Why the celebration? Because
Saturday is Armed Forces Day, when our nation honors
men and women who served their country in times of war
and peace. On this day, we honor people who serve in the
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and Coast Guard. 

National Guard and Reserve units may celebrate
Armed Forces Day or Armed Forces Week during any
period in May because of their unique training schedules.
Events often include multi-service military displays in
areas open to the public, various educational activities
that teach children about the armed forces, “Support the
troops”-themed motorcycle rides and large parades or
other celebrations. Certain types of music are also played
at Armed Forces Day events, including at memorials and
at cemeteries, as a way to respect those in the armed
forces who died for their country.

This holiday came into being when, on Aug. 31, 1949,
Louis Johnson, who was the U.S. secretary of defense,
announced the creation of Armed Forces Day to consoli-
date the existing Army, Navy and Air Force days. The
event stemmed from the armed forces’ unification in one
department — the Department of Defense — in 1947.
Interestingly, while the Army, Navy and Air Force agreed
to adopt the newly formed day, the Marine Corps declined
to drop support for Marine Corps Day, although it sup-
ports Armed Forces Day, too.

The first Armed Forces Day was celebrated on Satur-
day, May 20, 1950. The theme for that day was “Teamed
for Defense,” which expressed the unification of all mili-
tary forces in one department. According to the U.S.
Department of Defense, the day was designed to expand
public understanding of what type of job was performed
and the role of the military in civilian life.

Armed Forces Day is celebrated on the third Saturday
of May every year. Armed Forces Week begins on the sec-
ond Saturday in May and concludes with Armed Forces
Day. On this day and week, the military will often show

“state-of-the-art” equipment to Ameri-
cans. It is also a day to honor and
acknowledge Americans in the armed

forces. According to the U.S. Department of Defense, as of
2013, there are 1,387,493 personnel serving in active duty
in the United States; 1,259,000 are serving in the differ-
ent reserve branches. Further, as of September 2011,
there are more than 214,000 women serving in active
duty, or 14.6 percent of all active duty personnel. Keep in
mind, the United States spends $711 billion per year on
defense. China spends $143 billion, and they’re No. 2. As
George Washington said, “One of the best ways to keep
peace is to be prepared for war.”

As to the multiple days our nation has to celebrate our
military, specifically, the soldiers, each has its own special
purpose. Memorial Day, which is celebrated annually on
the last Monday in May, is the day we celebrate and memo-
rialize those who have died serving in the military. Veterans
Day, which is celebrated annually on Nov. 11, is the day we
celebrate and say thanks to those who previously served in
the military. Armed Forces Day is the day we celebrate and
thank those who currently serve in the military.

Serving in our armed forces is a serious commitment.
These are people who have taken years out of their lives to
ensure that our nation and its citizens are effectively pro-
tected. For some, this is a career move, something they
will do for a living until they retire. 

For others, this is a chance to serve their country, to
learn skills they can utilize later in other careers, to get in
better shape, or to rethink the direction of their lives. The
military is essential to the well-being of our nation and its
position in a global economy. But it also helps build bet-
ter, more productive and dedicated citizens. 

We may take our peace and prosperity for granted, but
we owe a great deal of it to the men and women who serve
in our military. On Armed Forces Day, take the time to
thank those who serve our nation in the military. Shake
their hand. Buy them a coffee. Tell them thanks. Actions
such as these remind these dedicated individuals what
they’re protecting in the first place.

We wish everyone a happy Armed Forces Day. Fly your
flag proudly.

Honoring those who protect
EDITORIAL

Put your culture on display at the library
When you enter the library and immedi-

ately look at the first aisle on your right,
there is a sign telling you what we are cele-
brating this particular month. Next to the
sign is a showcase of books related to that
celebration. Each month of the year is des-
ignated to different occasions. With up to
50 choices sometimes, I try to select an
occasion that presents a broad appeal to
the community and also back it by a good
choice of recent books to display. 

This month I have decided to highlight
Haitian heritage. New Jersey has the
fourth-largest Haitian population in the
country, with more than 60,000 New Jer-
sey residents born in Haiti or of Haitian

ancestry. Most of them live in Essex and
Union counties. West Orange’s Haitian
community is steadily growing as well.
School district data shows that, for stu-
dents whose first language is not English,
the Haitian language is the second most
popular language spoken at home after
Spanish. 

So, as I always do, I picked out some
current books on the topic and put a color-
ful sign next to them. And then something
wonderful happened. Seeing that we are

celebrating his heritage, one of our library
staff members got very excited and offered
to bring his own books from home. 

I gladly accepted his offer and it also
made me think of something. West Orange
is certainly known for its diversity. In fact,
last year Mt. Pleasant Elementary School in
West Orange was named by Public School
Review as one of the top 10 most diverse
schools in the state. With so much ethnic
variety and cultures present in-town, I’m
sure many West Orange residents would
love the opportunity to share their collec-
tion of items showcasing their heritage. 

We decided to put the books offered by
See SHARE, Page 14
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