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I’ve checked and there is no swastika on
my apartment door. No stones thrown
through my window. No acknowledgement
of my Jewishness by the outside world. At
least not unless I bring it up. But, neverthe-
less, as a Jew I am scared. I am scared for my
two adult children, for my son-in-law and
for my 4-year-old twin grandchildren who
are just learning that they’re Jewish. I am
scared for Jewish friends and relatives and
members of our community here in New
Jersey and throughout the United States.

The march in Charlottesville just a few
weeks ago of neo-Nazis, the alt-right and
white supremacists brought back my “mus-
cle memory” of the Holocaust. As a Jew of
Ashkenazi, or Eastern European, descent, I
appear to be white. I do not look like a “per-
son of color.” I have experienced the privi-
lege of “whiteness” in our society. But to
neo-Nazis like their Nazi predecessors
before them, I am anything but white. I am
an alien. According to my son: “Jews are
caught in the middle. Too white and per-
ceived to be too privileged to be labeled a
minority; yet not white enough to be white.
We remain the ultimate other.”

I was born in 1948, three years after the
end of World War II. My father had returned
from the South Pacific and married my
mother, who had promised him they would
marry when the war ended. During the war
and briefly after she worked in Boston for
the Anti-Defamation League, an organiza-
tion that was created to monitor and stand
up against anti-Semitism and, since its
founding, stands against discrimination of
all kinds. My mother told stories of getting
hate mail written on toilet paper sent to the
ADL office. She reminded me throughout

my childhood that anti-Semitism may have
gone underground since knowledge of the
horrific murder of six million Jews in
Europe was made public. But she knew from
personal and professional experience and
from history that Jew-hatred was ever-pres-
ent. My mother taught me that we are one
small turn of the dial from a full-blown anti-
Semitic movement. It is the problem that is
always there and, at the same time, no one
quite seems to understand or acknowledge.
And it feels more true now than ever.

I am active with a local group that was
organized immediately after the election of
the current president. It is made up of
activists who are concerned about racial
justice, immigrant rights, political corrup-
tion and environmental issues. I co-chair
the organization’s Religious Justice Com-
mittee. We are tasked with monitoring and
standing up to discrimination and intimi-
dation of Muslims and Jews.

Just recently I posted several excerpts
on Facebook from Eric K. Ward’s “Skin in
the Game: How Anti-Semitism Animates
White Nationalism.” A longtime civil rights
strategist, Ward is currently a senior fellow
at the Southern Poverty Law Center, having
worked extensively in community, regional
and national organizing, as well as in phi-
lanthropy. From 2011 to 2017, he served as
a Ford Foundation program officer for
Gender, Racial, and Ethnic Justice, and as
a program executive for The Atlantic Phi-
lanthropies’ U.S.A. Reconciliation and
Human Rights Programme.

“Anti-Semitism fuels white nationalism,
a genocidal movement now enthroned in
the highest seats of American power, and
fighting anti-Semitism cuts off that fuel for
the sake of all marginalized communities
under siege from the Trump regime and
the social movement that helped raise it
up,” Ward wrote in “Skin in the Game.”

At our Religious Justice Committee
meeting earlier this month we talked about
how complicated the subject of anti-Semi-
tism is. One of the meeting participants,
also a Jew, confided that, growing up in
New York City, she thought everyone was
Jewish. She never encountered any anti-
Semitism and only started feeling vulnera-
ble after the rally in Charlottesville. Anoth-
er committee member shared the many
incidents of anti-Semitism experienced by
her children growing up in Maplewood —
comments from teachers, not being invited
to classmates’ birthday parties, exclusion
from the country club. It was clear that
those incidents still rankled 30 years later.

All three of the Jews at the meeting con-
fided that we felt scared and at risk since
Charlottesville. But a question raised at the
meeting was fundamental. If we planned a
public program about anti-Semitism,
would the public come? Do activists and
residents concerned about racism and anti-
immigrant policies care about anti-Semi-
tism? How would we frame a public gather-
ing to help people understand that anti-
Semitism is racism? Although we have a
few ideas to explore, there was no consen-
sus on how to proceed.

Most of the Jews that people know look
white, often indistinguishable from white
Christians. If Jews look white and there are

no recent anti-Semitic hate crimes — yes,
there have been cemetery desecrations and
swastikas on synagogues, but individual
Jews in our community have not been
threatened — then why care?

“Contemporary anti-Semitism, then,
does not just enable racism, it also is
racism, for in the white nationalist imagi-
nary Jews are a race — the race — that pres-
ents an existential threat to whiteness,”
Ward also wrote. “Anti-Semitism, I discov-
ered, is a particular and potent form of
racism so central to white supremacy that
black people would not win our freedom
without tearing it down.”

The way a society deals with anti-Semi-
tism sets a bar for how it deals with racism.
Anti-Semitism is a racial canary in the coal
mine, a litmus test. A society must scream,
“We stand with Jews,” not so much because
Jews need it — although I think we do — but
because everyone needs it. Immigrants need
it. Latinos need it. African-Americans need it.

My people are at risk. It’s certainly not
the first time Jews are vulnerable. Anti-
Semitism has existed for thousands of
years in one form or another, often deadly.
What can I, can we, do to ensure that my
grandchildren will live in a country that
values all its residents, Jews, Muslims, peo-
ple of color, citizens and noncitizens alike,
a society that recognizes that we are all
valuable and must have equal access to life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness? I
don’t have an answer yet.

Marcia Bloomberg, a Maplewood
resident, is co-chairwoman of the
SOMa Action Religious Justice
Committee.
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BY MARCIA BLOOMBERG

Looking back, the summer was a whirl
of activity at the library. We got through
the rush of getting all the suggested reading
books into the children’s hands. The chil-
dren are back in school; homework assign-
ments are on the horizon. Over the sum-
mer, the library tried to give them activities
to look forward to and ideas to “Build a
Better World,” our summer reading theme,
for themselves and things they care about. 

We crocheted items for premature
babies at Saint Barnabas Medical Center.
We donated clothing to the Red Cross.
Teens read to younger children to help
boost their reading confidence. We worked
together on an art mosaic with the Mont-
clair Art Museum and learned to care and
dance along in the Turtle Dance Music pro-
gram designed for children on the autism
spectrum. We moved with robots and
laughed at the Three Little Pigs trying to
outsmart the Big Bad Wolf.

These programs were possible because
of our generous supporter, The Ira A.
Rochelle MD Family Foundation, which
made an enormous difference in the type of
programs we could offer. Our library’s

2,100 family members, including teens,
kept the energy going all summer. We had
waiting lists for “Escape the Room for
Teens” and “Build a Friend,” a stuffed ani-
mal workshop for children. Don’t worry
parents, we will run these again.

One of my personal favorites this sum-
mer was “Build a Friend.” I can hardly wait
to try this one again in the winter with arc-
tic animals. All I need is to do some hearty
fundraising and the children who were dis-
appointed not to get into the last one will
have another chance. 

I can’t forget to give a shout-out to some
very important players: Whole Foods, The
Manor, Jordan Baris, Carol Black-Lemon,
East Side Mags, and all our staff and volun-
teers for helping us throughout the sum-
mer. Music Together, Field Station
Dinosaur, Jennifer Cerruto and The
Michael Aymar Foundation conducted pro-
grams with no charge. Supreme Bakery
donated a delicious cake for our “Harry

Potter” event. There are so many to thank
and we hope you know you are appreciat-
ed; we couldn’t do it alone. And, of course,
a big thank you to all the parents, grand-
parents and caregivers who got their chil-
dren to the library! 

Working together with everyone to
make this all work is a passion of mine. I’m

glad to be able to take a deep breath and
look back on this now and prepare for fall,
winter and spring programs and next sum-
mer’s theme: “Libraries Rock!”

Faith Boyle is head of youth servic-
es at the West Orange Public
Library.

Summer reading highlights at the library
LIBRARY MATTERS

BY FAITH BOYLE

Policy on election letters
The last issue for publication of letters

commenting on the issues and candi-
dates for the Nov. 7 general election will
be Thursday, Oct. 26. No election letters
will be published in the Nov. 2 issue. Let-
ters to be considered for the Oct. 26 issue
should be in our offices by Friday, Oct.
20, and should include a phone number
at which the writer may be reached for
verification. Letters should be no longer
than 300 words.

Policy on letters, columns
The West Orange Chronicle welcomes

submissions from its readers. Letters to
the editor or opinion pieces on any sub-
ject will be considered for publication on

the opinion pages. Responses to response
letters will not be printed. The West
Orange Chronicle reserves the right to
edit all submissions for length, content
and style. Writers must include their
name, address and daytime telephone
number for verification. Letters must not
be longer than 250 words. Longer pieces
must be arranged in advance with the
editor. The West Orange Chronicle
accepts letters to the editor and guest
columns via email. The address is
wochronicle@thelocalsource.com. All let-
ters and guest columns must be received
by 5 p.m. Friday to be considered for pub-
lication in the Thursday edition of the
West Orange Chronicle. Letters received
must be on topics of interest.


