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Hey Reference! Can you recommend a good book?
One of my favorite things to do as a ref-

erence librarian is to advise readers. Many
people come to the reference desk asking
for some book suggestions. That task usu-
ally consist of two parts: first, to identify
what they like to read and second, to sug-
gest similar books and authors. I always get
excited, yet feel a little anxious at the same
time. Anxious because, how do I know
what they really like to read? Do the read-
ers themselves even know their prefer-
ences? There are so many variables that go
into a book being a great read. What if the
book I recommend has the pace that might
seem too slow or a character that is not
interesting to the reader? What if I recom-
mend the author who writes on the similar
topic, but the tone and the writing style is
not to the patron’s liking?

But I do get excited, too. I like to think
that I might be opening a completely new
world for readers when I recommend new
authors or even a new genre. Sometimes
they think they don’t like a particular
genre, yet one great book in that genre can
change their perception forever.

Still, for many years, the reader’s advi-
sory service was pretty much a guessing
game on our part. Luckily, nowadays, we

have a special program called “NoveList”
that equips us with powerful tools, while
enhancing and simplifying the task of read-
er’s advisory service.

Since our library subscribes to the pro-
gram, you can use it for free. You can find
NoveList by choosing “Research” under
“Digital Resources,” on our webpage,
www.wopl.org. On the research page, click
to access online databases and NoveList is
one of many that will be shown.

So how do you use this wonderful pro-
gram? NoveList has a lot to offer and I
would like to address several very useful
sections.

I will start with some features at the top
menu. Author Read-alikes is found under
“Quick Links” on the top menu. At this
time, it has approximately 300 articles,
each identifying the main genres of the
selected author, followed by the discussion
on why readers like this author and then
showing and discussing suggestions on
Read-alike authors. You can also get anoth-
er list of Read-alikes when you type the

name of the author in the search box, and
select that author record. You will see the
Read-alikes on the right side of that record. 

If you are part of the book club, you will
definitely appreciate the following several
features on the top menu under Quick
Links. One is the Book Discussion Guides
feature that has about 800 guides and pro-
vides summaries, discussion questions,
author biographies and suggestions on fur-
ther reading. Using another feature,
“Books to movie,” will put you ahead of the
game for book-based movies coming to the
big screen in the current year. And, when
you are trying to come up with the title for
your next book discussion, browsing the
list of award winners under “Browse By” at
the top of the page might help. 

My favorite part of Novelist, however, is
something that is called “appeal mixer.”
You can get to that feature by clicking on
“Try our appeal mixer” under “I’m in the
mood for books that are … ” on the home
page, or by clicking on “Appeal” under
“Browse By” at the top of the page. Either
way, you will get to a screen that allows you
choose up to three categories among the
following six: character, illustration, pace,
storyline, tone and writing style. Imagine,

for example, that you create a list of books
for yourself by selecting a complex charac-
ter, fast pace and intricately plotted story-
line; this particular search brought 141
results. It’s amazing how much customiza-
tion exists and how fun this tool can be. 

But what if you can’t exactly pinpoint
what kind of books you like to read? What
you can do in this case is to type your
favorite title into the search box on the
main page. Once you get the record for that
title, scroll down until you see the “Search
for more” section. Here, not only will you
see what categories this particular title falls
into, but you can also select similar books.

NoveList is a great tool for all ages. It
has separate sections with reader’s adviso-
ry for adults, teens, tweens and children. It
is also the kind of tool that I would enthu-
siastically recommend to all kinds of read-
ers, from reluctant readers to avid readers
and everyone in between. As always, if you
need any additional information on NoveL-
ist, or any other program that our library
subscribes to, don’t hesitate to contact us at
the reference desk. 

Lana Peker is a reference librarian
at West Orange Public Library.

Weather extremes may be New Jersey’s new normal
In case you didn’t notice, New Jersey’s

weather in the last couple of months has
been upside-down. Most of February was
weirdly springlike and was, in fact, the
warmest February on record in the state,
while March has behaved more like a typi-
cal February.

Get used to it. Greater variability in
weather may be the most immediate
impact of climate change on New Jersey,
according to state climatologist David
Robinson.

Robinson, the keynote speaker at the
21stt annual New Jersey Land Conserva-
tion Rally on March 17, in New Brunswick,
said there have been “a lot more extremes”
in weather during the last few decades as a
result of human impact on the climate.

“A preponderance of evidence suggests
that climate change is occurring and
humans are responsible for significant por-
tions of recent changes,” Robinson stated.

At a time when climate change is being
questioned by our national political leader-
ship, how is Robinson so sure that human
action is the cause? He firmly believes that
scientific theory, observations and models
together add up to solid evidence.

A geology professor at Rutgers Universi-
ty, Robinson relies on observations in his
work. His specialty is tracking global snow
cover, a key indicator of the warming of
Earth’s atmosphere.

“In the spring, each successive decade
the snow is melting earlier,” he said. The
polar ice sheet is shrinking at “rates I never
thought I’d see in my lifetime.”

At the same time, he noted, carbon diox-

ide in the atmosphere “has risen precipi-
tously in the last 50 years.” Carbon dioxide
is mainly created by the burning of fossil
fuels like oil and gas.

Carbon dioxide and other greenhouse
gases in the atmosphere act like a thermal
blanket, trapping heat. “Physics tells us
that this greenhouse gas science works,”
Robinson said.

Scientific theory and more than a centu-
ry of weather observations are used to cre-
ate computer models to predict future
trends like rising temperatures, more pre-
cipitation, increased weather variability
and higher sea levels.

In addition to weather variability, said
Robinson, climate change in New Jersey
may mean hotter, drier summers; warmer,
wetter winters; and more flooding from too
much rain falling at once. Another major
impact is rising sea levels, which could
inundate the state’s coastal barrier islands
in the next 100 years.

What can be done about climate
change?

In a sense, said Robinson, there’s no
stopping it: “The train has left the station —
we’re not going back.” It would take cen-
turies to fully reverse the impacts.

But that doesn’t mean people should
give up hope. “We can slow the train,” he
assured attendees at the rally. Four steps,
he said, are needed to fight climate change:

• knowledge — to develop a better

understanding of the details and complexi-
ties of climate change;

• mitigation — by taking actions like
reducing carbon emissions and increasing
sources of clean energy;

• adaptation — by building communities
that are more resilient to weather extremes
and, where needed, moving people away
from flood-prone and coastal areas; and

• leadership — to raise awareness of the
challenges ahead. 

New Jersey’s land conservation communi-
ty can play an important role, said Robinson,
by preserving and restoring as much of the
state’s natural environment as possible. Trees
and plants remove carbon from the atmos-
phere and emit oxygen, while preserved lands
soak up rainwater and prevent flooding.

Individuals can help by conserving
energy, writing to their elected representa-
tives and voting, and joining organizations
that are taking action for the climate.

Take action for the climate – and this
state we’re in! Tell your representative in
Congress that research and action to

address climate change and advance ener-
gy conservation are important to you. Clos-
er to home, educate yourself about the can-
didates in this year’s New Jersey guberna-
torial and legislative elections and vote for
those who will protect the state’s environ-
ment and natural resources. Reduce your
own carbon footprint by saving energy
wherever possible.

To learn more about New Jersey’s cli-
mate, visit
http://climate.rutgers.edu/stateclim/ and
https://statesummaries.ncics.org/nj. For
tips on energy efficiency, visit
http://rethinkenergynj.org/learn-
more/energy-efficiency/. And to learn
more about preserving New Jersey’s land
and natural resources, visit the New Jersey
Conservation Foundation website at
www.njconservation.org or email
info@njconservation.org. 

Michele S. Byers is the executive
director of the New Jersey Conser-
vation Foundation.
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